


Jeanne DeFouw Gernhardt
It seems to many of us that the Defouw name has always 

been a familiar one in Lafayette, and especially here in the 
Lafayette Catholic Schools.  But Jeanne DeFouw Gernhardt was 
actually born in Grand Rapids Michigan, the eldest daughter 
of William and Donna DeFouw.  In 1961, her parents moved 
Jeanne and her two younger sisters to Lafayette and we all are 
certainly glad that they did! Here her father opened Defouw 
Chevrolet and here their family became very active in the 
Lafayette Catholic schools. For two generations they have given 
generously of themselves in so many different ways.  Jeanne’s 
sister Christine also graduated from CC in 1975 and Kathleen 
followed in 1978. Jeanne has fond memories of her time at CC 
whether working on the Lance Yearbook, cheering in the big blue 
CC block section or being part of the Homecoming Court.

Jeanne went on to the College of Mount St. Joseph 
in Cincinnati where she graduated in 1973 in Fashion Retailing, a degree that she 
later used while employed as a retail manager and buyer.  It was while in Cincinnati, 
that she met her husband of 36 years, Dennis Gernhardt. They were married here 
in Lafayette in 1974 and he too quickly became a wonderful friend of our schools. 
The generosity she and her family have shown us has been truly outstanding.

Catholic education has always been important to Jeanne.  She has been there for us 
through who knows how many fund drives, golf outings, building campaigns and car 
raffles. But Jeanne’s involvement does not stop there.  She has given generously of herself 
whenever she was asked, in whatever capacity she was needed. Those activities are many.  
Jeanne was a part of the original group which started The Blue Knight Auction, now 
having raised more than 2.6 million dollars.  She chaired the gift gathering committee 
for many years and she continues to gather and give even today. Whether serving food in 
the cafeteria and wiping off tables or helping out at one of her children’s extracurricular 
activities, she always responded graciously, with enthusiasm, and with class.

Jeanne is a member of St. Mary’s Parish, and a member of the Catholic Women’s Study Club. 
She is a past member of Tri-Kappa and is a past member of the YWCA Board of Directors. 
She is also a lifetime member of the Purdue Alumni Association and the Purdue President’s 
Council.  She and her husband Dennis currently serve on the Purdue Community Committee 
for Access and Success, which is dedicated to raising money for Purdue Scholarships.

Jeanne has three children who are all Central Catholic alumni: Lauren Gernhardt Scherer, 
class of 1999, Alexis Gernhardt, class of ’01 and Grant Gerhardt, class of ‘05.  She is also the 
proud grandmother of Preston and Carson Scherer. Jeanne serves as a wonderful example of 
what we’d like all our graduates to be…valuing faith, family, friends and always giving back.

For her wonderful support of Catholic education and the Lafayette community as a whole, it is 
with pride that we recognize Jeanne Defouw Gernhardt as a 2010 Knight to Remember. 
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Jeanne DeFouw Gernhardt James W. Greives
James W. Greives, son of O.C. (Hoot) and Mary Grieves, 

was active while at Central Catholic.  He was a class officer, 
was a prom chairman and ran cross country.  He also played 
baseball under Coach John Eberle who is said to have referred 
to him as “The Club House Lawyer”. That turned out to be 
quite prophetic since after graduation in 1968, he went on to 
Indiana University at Bloomington where he received his B.A. 
in 1972, Phi Beta Kappa.  He then received his graduate degree 
in 1976 from Indiana University School of Law at Indianapolis 
J.D., Cum Laude.  There he was Associate Editor, Indiana 
Law Review and was the Top Student in Estate Planning.

Jim was admitted to the Indiana Supreme Court in May 
1976, was a law clerk to Honorable Paul H. Buchanan, 
Chief Judge Indiana Court of Appeals, is certified as an 
Indiana Estate Planning and Administrative Specialist, and 

is a Trainer for Tippecanoe County CASAs (Court Appointed Special Advocates) and also 
advocates (as court appointed guardian ad litem) for Children in Need of Services.

He is a member of the Tippecanoe County Bar Association, having served as its President, 
and is also a member of the Indiana Bar Association.  He served on the Tippecanoe 
County Legal Aid Corporation Board of Directors, holding several offices there, and was 
the former President of the Lafayette Estate Planning Council. He was also a member 
of the Institution Review Board (IRB) for St. Elizabeth and Home Hospitals. He was a 
former Director on the Board  of the Family Service Agency and now serves on the Boards 
of the YMCA Foundation and the Lafayette Area Catholic Schools Foundation. 

A member of St. Mary Cathedral Parish, Jim has worked for his parish on the Finance 
Committee and the Long Term Planning and Implementation Committee since 1992.  He 
was active on the Lafayette Catholic School System’s Finance Committee from 1990 to 2007 
and on the LCSS Development Committee from 1997 to 2007. Most recently he chaired the 
golf outing during the CC 50th Anniversary Weekend and served on the Search Committee 
to select our new Development Director for the Lafayette Catholic Schools. His willingness to 
serve, his attention to detail, and his thoughtful, thorough counsel will always be appreciated.

While doing all this, Jim was also a CC varsity girls’ softball assistant coach 
and a J.V. head coach.  He also coached LCSS elementary and middle school 
basketball for many years as well as LCSS middle school volleyball.

Jim is married to Mary Alice Conley Greives, who was a fellow “Knight” from 
the class of 1968.  They have four children who also graduated from CC:  Laura, 
Mellissa, Tim and Nicole as well as two grandchildren, Anne and Whitney.  

 His dedication to his profession, his community, his church, his family 
and our schools has been truly remarkable. We are proud and honored to 
recognize James W. Greives as a 2010 Knight to Remember.
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